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The article is devoted to the distinctive characteristics of the US higher education. The great
emphasis is placed on the types of the US higher education institutions in accordance with the
Carnegie Classification. It includes the precise description of the undergraduate and postgraduate
education in America, the types of the degrees, obtained during the study and their basic distinctions.
It characterizes the organization of the US high school, the peculiarities of Bachelor’s, Master’s and
Doctoral degrees. The article also describes the structure of the colleges and universities, their
governmental policy and financial component. It studies the organization of an education process
including student curriculum, the ability to choose minor and major courses, credit system and grades.
The current article concentrates on the idea of distance learning and programs for ‘special students’.
The indissoluble connection between the American higher education and the economic prosperity of
the state is distinguished. The attention is paid to the implementation of innovation technologies in the
education program, the key changes in the teaching process according to the constantly changing
demands of the labor market as well as the individualization of the education system.
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Introduction. In the modern world education is considered as one of the most
important components of economic development and prosperity of the country. Its
role in the life of society is becoming more and more significant each year.

It is a well-known fact that the United States is among world economic leaders.
This country has one of the lowest levels of inflation and unemployment, and its
innovation technologies are constantly developing, contributing the raise of living
standards of the population.

In the United States education plays a crucial role in the economic and social
development of the state, its leading positions at the world markets and the supporting
of the national safety, as it is reflected in the higher education policy and the practical
actions of its realization. That is why the attention has to be paid to some peculiarities
of the US higher education and the possibility of its implementation in Ukraine.

The issue of the development of the US higher education is widely highlighted
in the scientific literature by foreign and Ukrainian scientists. The structure of higher
education is described by E. Barnett, G. Becker, J. Eaton, W. B. Harvey, L. Vinnikova,
O. Ponomaryova, S. Sinenko, P.Sauh, N. Nichkalo, V. Kudin, S.Romanova and
others. The information about higher education in the USA can also be found on
numerous web resources such as American Council on Education, US department of
Education, Harvard and Cambridge Universities, USA Community Colleges etc.

All above mentioned proves the actuality of the current article and the
importance of the issue, but at the same time it states the necessity of systematization
and more detailed studying of the existing information. Therefore, the purpose of the
article is to describe the Carnegie Classification of the US higher education, to study
its peculiarities in comparison with European education system, to reveal the
Innovative tendencies of American colleges and universities in training specialists.

The Carnegie Classification of the US higher education institutions.
Modern American higher education system is known for its peculiarities that help us
to distinguish the US system from European educational standards.
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Despite the fact that the US higher education originates from the British
traditional system, at the same time borrowing from German basics, it highly differs
from the familiar to us European education. It was influenced by American
philosophical beliefs, cultural peculiarities and political system.

Studying the higher education system of the United States we have to note that
it is composed of several groups of educational institutions, which differ in the
amount of scientific researches, the level of education and the fields of training
specialists. The framework for classifying higher educational institutions in the
United States was created by the Carnegie Foundation.

The Carnegie classification includes all kinds of the US colleges and
universities, which grant some type of degree and have the accreditation recognized
by the Ministry of Education of America. This classification reveals the whole variety
of educational programs, differentiating their forms and methods of education. The
classification has undergone changes during the last decade and hereafter we will get
acquainted with the modern system.

At the top of the Carnegie classification we can find doctorate-granted universities.
The period of postgraduate studied varies from 1 to 3 years. This degree includes two
most common types: the doctor of philosophy (Ph. D.) and the doctor of education
(Ed. D.). The doctoral degree is considered to be the highest academic award. It signifies
the ability of a graduate to conduct independent research in certain scientific field.

Such doctorate-granting universities differentiate according to the level of
research activity: very high research activity, high research activity and the last group
refers to doctoral/research universities.

The next step of this pyramid goes to Master’s colleges and university with
large, medium and small programs (according to the amount of the degrees awarded).
Completing 1-3 year program one can obtain a Master’s degree (such as MA, MS, or
MBA) or professional degree (such as MD, JD). The Master’s degree can be cither
professional or theoretical. It can prepare students for further study aimed to receive
the doctorate degree or offer the training program for the future professional career.

There are many professions which require taking postgraduate study, however,
such degrees as medicine, law, and social works can be obtained after four, three or
two years of Master’s course respectively.

Along with such degrees as Master of Science or Medicine Doctor, which are quite
familiar for us, we can find the MBA degree (Master of Business Administration), the
achievement of American education. The USA is the motherland of the MBA degree,
which meets market requirements nowadays and, therefore, is growing in popularity all
over the world. The MBA degree is for those who do not want to be engaged in science
but choose to prepare themselves for practical work. All in all the USA comprise about
60% of the leading business schools of the world. Foreign students also want to study
management and economics in America which is an undeniable leader [4].

However, before receiving master’s degree, students have to complete
undergraduate studies and be awarded a bachelor’s degree. Baccalaureate Colleges
provide 4-year trainings in Art and Science (awarding BA or BS) and also may award
graduate and professional degrees. These universities concentrate on undergraduate
programs in teaching, business and law etc. In this group the number of public and
private institutions is almost equal. Private nonprofit colleges include liberal arts colleges,
faith-based institutions, women’s colleges, historically black colleges and universities, and
specialized institutions that focus on a single field, such as nursing or fine arts [2, p.2].

At the bottom of the Carnegie pyramid there are Associates or Community
Colleges, as well as Special Focus Institutions. This is the biggest group of public
colleges (more than 1 000) attended by almost 5 million students. Community Colleges
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are 2-year institutions, also known as technical or junior colleges. These institutions
award associate degrees in Arts, Science and Applied Science, but in most cases it only
prepares students for transfer to four-year institutions, and serve their communities by
providing a wide range of educational services [1, p.9]. Technical institutes, which
offer a two- or three-year course for semi-professional occupations (such as dental,
engineering or medical technicians), belong to the group of Special Focus Institutions.

At this stage we can also find another group, these are the colleges of Terminal
Occupational Education. They offer 1-3 years of study before employment. But
unlike Community Colleges, these institutions do not allow student to continue their
education at regular four-year colleges or universities.

Therefore, the Carnegie Classification comprises all the types of higher education
institutions and explains the difference between them. It shows the diversity of the
degrees, which can be obtained after undergraduate and postgraduate studies. Altogether
there are four academic degrees that can be obtained by the US high schools.

The organization of the educational process. The US higher educational
system distinguishes from the Ukrainian system in the methods of organizing the
educational process, the range of subjects and the evaluation system.

The academic year is traditionally divided into two terms (four months each), or
three quarters (three months each) [1, p.13]. Full-time and part-time students usually
study a wide range of subjects. In four years students have to complete nearly 30
subjects. The majority of students don’t choose their main specialty till the Master’s
course. First two years in college are called the freshman year and the sophomore year
respectively. General basic courses must be taken by all students during their first two
years. These include such subjects as English, a foreign language, natural science,
social science and mathematics [3]. The third-year students are called junior. They
have to choose their major and focus on more intensive study. In some colleges
students also choose their minor (or second specialty). At the same time they take some
extra or elective courses in other fields of study. The fourth academic year is called the
senior year and it is the last academic year toward obtaining a bachelor’s degree.

Each student has his personal advisor from the teaching staff. Such advisor
helps to choose the program of study. Foreign students get assistance with visa
questions, peculiarities of life in America, and some extracurricular programs.
Nevertheless, students are allowed to choose their own courses and class schedules.
They are responsible for the choices made for meeting their educational goals.

For each course student receives a certain number of credits. For one
successfully completed course undergraduate can get from 3 to 5 five credits. The
number depends on the amount of hours necessary to complete the course and is
appointed by the institution authority. Grades received at the end of each course
include student’s performance during class hours, their test results, research activities,
and the results of the final examination test. A student can receive the A to F grade
depending on the accomplishment of the performed task, with A as the best possible
grade and F as a failure. All grades received during a course of study are combined to
determine the student’s grade point average (GPA) [1, p.13].

Classroom lessons divide into lectures for a few hundreds of students and
seminars attended only by several undergraduates. To complete the term students
have to write several essays. They also have to get acquainted with all the necessary
bibliography beforehand in order to take active part in classroom discussions and
understand the material of the lectures. Also, the students of scientific faculties have
to spend certain time at the laboratories.
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With advancing of new technologies America’s universities started to use
them very actively in their educational process. Being very sensitive to constantly
changing demands of the society the US colleges provide the online education and
distance learning for those students who either have to work and care for dependents
or have some sort of physical disability, etc. Online education also engages in a wider
audience, making the schedule more flexible and the location more suitable (using
computer with Internet connection at home or at the nearest Internet cafe).

Along with distance-learning programs universities can accept ‘“‘special
students”. These are students who wish to apply for a course without enrolling for a
degree. However colleges are not very enthusiastic about such students, unless they
have already enrolled for a degree at other university and now they are searching for
additional training, which is not available at another institution. Non-degree students
also have some limitations in access to the library or computer facilities.

Thus, the educational process in the USA is organized in such way that it tries
to give a student the freedom of choice, to teach him how to make his own decisions
and to be responsible for them. The US system improves together with the
developing of new technologies, providing the online learning and other IT facilities.

The peculiarities of the US higher education. The most distinctive features
of the US higher education comprise the diversity and complexity of the structure, the
autonomy of academic institutions, the level of government control and, finally, the
terms of degree-granting.

The system of college and university administration of America has no analogues
in the world. They don’t have a unique control body for the US educational system. In
this connection the whole system is subordinated by the administrative bodies of
separate states. It allows transferring the assets between the faculties and reacting the
changes in the undergraduate enrolment or the job-market demands. This fact shows a
strong connection between the US higher education and market mechanisms.

Colleges and universities are financed by government, but tuition and fee
payments are coming from students and their families. The implications of increasing
prices for students and families are a matter of constant policy debate. Despite the
tuition growth, demand for higher education continues to increase. Nevertheless,
government provides different financial aids programs to students, enabling even the
low-income layers of society to have a complete education. And this fact causes the
rapid growth of the American student population in both size and diversity.

It is also necessary to emphasize the very important role of the individualization
of the US higher education program. In the US universities and colleges the
methodology of individual education is very widespread. It comprises such
peculiarities as absence of strict time limits that permits a student to master the material
as quickly as it is comfortable for him and in accordance with his skills; the ability to
choose a program by the student relying on his needs and desire; constant testing of
students’ knowledge which helps teacher to be aware of their educational activity and
to control it.

In the terms of modern world development the graduator of the higher
institution has to obtain such qualities as the ability to adapt to constantly changing
situations; to obtain profound knowledge on his own; to develop critical thinking; to
process large amounts of information; to be communicative and to improve the level
of cultural development.

Among the top-priority directions in the increasing of educational quality by
the USA we can stand out the following: the development of the academic standards
for students; the increasing of the requirements to the knowledge level of school
graduates, especially in applied science; the widespread usage of different test
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programs; the appliance of modern informational technologies; the initiation of
modern programs of teaching quality evaluation.

Conclusion. Hence, the information mentioned above characterizes the US higher
education system, classifying the universities by the number of conducted research
studies, the level of education, the duration of the degree courses and the area of training
of future specialists. The classification is developed by the Carnegie foundation.

In accordance with this classification the US universities can be divided into
Community Colleges which offer a 2-year undergraduate program with an associate
degree or it can be used as transferred course toward the Bachelor’s program. The next
step of the classification is occupied by the 4-year undergraduate program, which
offers a bachelor’s degree in different fields of study. The successful completion of the
Baccalaureate permits the student to continue the higher education performing the
graduate program. Master’s degree runs from 1 to 3 years in theoretical or professional
field. One of the peculiarities of this program is the MBA degree. Due to the prosperity
of business in the country, the USA is justly considered the leading in teaching
business administration. The last step of the Carnegie Classification goes to the
postgraduate studies at the end of which a doctoral degree can be obtained.

Another distinctive feature of the US higher education lies in the organization
of the education process. Unlike the traditional Ukrainian education, students at
American colleges can choose their major and minor courses but there is a personal
advisor, who is always ready to help them with their choices and research works.
That means that students don’t need to study the subjects which they won’t have to
use in their professional career. In case they need additional knowledge while
working, they can take an online credit course (it is quite convenient for working
people) or enroll as “special students” for a course without getting a degree.

It is necessary to notice that the US education system isn’t submitted to the
government. It is autonomous and the educational policy is determined by university
authorities as well as by local councils. This fact also affects the financial aspects of
the higher education. The students and their parents have to pay the tuition fees which
are rather high. However, some financial aids can be received from governmental
programs. On the one hand, such administration peculiarities make the US academic
institutions more independent and sensitive to the demands of society. On the other
hand, it makes the education rather expensive and inaccessible for every social layer.

Besides, in the modern world of globalization, the US education policy is
directed to the development of the graduates abilities to self-develop and self-study. It
also tent to individualize the education program, making each student the unique
component of the whole system.

In conclusion, it can be said that the US higher education system differs a lot in
its structure, policy and approach to students. Despite the detailed studies of its
structure, the US higher education systems remain the issue of current interest. The
system is constantly improving according to the changes in the society and there are
still some questions to be considered.

The strongest proof of the success of the American education system is the
economic prosperity of the country. Ukrainian educationalists have to study the
distinctive features of the US higher education in details and try to implement some
aspects in Ukrainian academic institutions.
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T. A. AHomkoBa. Xapakrepuctuka Buinoi ocsitn CIIA Ta ii ocodmBocTeii.

CrarTio IPUCBAYEHO BUBUYCHHIO XapakTepHUX ocoOsmBoctei Bumioi ocBitu CIIA. Benuka
yBara MNPUAUISAETHCS PO3IIISIAY THUINB BUIIMX HaBYAJBHUX 3aKjialiB AMEpPUKHU BIAMOBIIHO O
knacudikamii KapHeri, BKIOYaoud AeTadbHUM OMUC HEMOBHOI 1 IMOBHOI BHINOi OCBITH Ta
MIiCIAIUIUIOMHOTO HaBYaHHA. Jla€Tbcs XapaKTEpUCTHKA CTPYKTYPH KOJEIKIB Ta YHIBEPCHUTETIB
AMepuka Ta mpollecy HaBYaHHS Il OTPUMAaHHs JUIIOMY OakajaBpa Ta MaricTpa, BKIIOYAIOYU
CTYINiHb MaricTpa 3 Oi3Hec aJAMIHICTpyBaHHS, Ta OTPUMAaHHS CTYMiHb JOKTOpa (imocodii.
OnmcyeTbesi  CTPYKTypa TPOMAJCHKUX KOJEMKIB, SK BHUIIMX HABYAIBHHUX 3aKJIQMdiB, IO
3a0e3neuyoTh HEMOBHY BHIIY OCBITY. Y CTaTTi TakOXX HAJaHO XapaKTEPUCTUKY CHCTEMHU
YHpPaBJIiHHs KOJNE/DKAMH Ta 3a3HAYCHO POIb Ypsily y (iHaHCYBaHHI KOIEUKIB Ta #Or0 BILIMBY Ha
OCBITHIO MOJITHKY AMEDUKH. VY CTaTTi pPO3IVISIHYTO OCOONMBOCTI HABYANBHOTO MPOLECY,
BKIIIOYAK0YX TiI0Ip HPEAMETIB IS KOXHOIO CTYICHTA, KPEIUTHO-MOIYIbHA CHCTEMa Ta OCHOBHI
CKJIaJI0B1 OLLHIOBAHHS [IsNIBHOCTI CTYICHTA. PO3IOBIIAETHCS PO PO3MEKYBAHHS MK CTYICHTaMH
PI3HUX KYpCiB, SIK y BUOOpi 3arajbHUX MpeIMETIB, TaK 1 BU3HaUeHHI cremianizamii. [ToscHooThCs
OCHOBHI BIAMIHHOCTI IUCTAHIIITHOTO HAaBYaHHS Ta MPOTrpaMu UIsl «OCOOIMBUX CTYACHTIBY». Kpim
TOTO, CTATTSl BUCBITIIOE€ HEPOIPUBHUM 3B'I30K MK BHIIOO OCBITOI0O AMEPHKH Ta il eKOHOMIYHHM
PO3BHUTKOM. BUBUa€eThCS BIIPOBAKEHHS HOBITHIX TEXHOJIOT1H B OCBITHIO IPOTpaMy, KIIFOYOBI 3MiHU
B HAYaJbHOMY TMpOIleCi BIAMOBIAHO JO BUMOT PUHKY TMpali, sKi THOCTIHHO 3MIHIOIOTHCS.
Po3110Bifa€ThCst PO BUMOTH 10 OTPHMAHHX BUITYCKHHKOM 3HaHb Ta HABUYOK B NPOLICCI HABYAHHSI
Ta PO TCHACHILIIO [0 IHMBINyali3alis CHCTEMU HaBYaHHS.

KurouoBi cioBa: Buia ocBiTa, OCBiTHIN mpouec, kinacudikauis Kapaeri, yHiBepcuUTeT,
KOJIEJDK, HEMOBHA Ta IMOBHA BHIIA OCBiTa, MICISAMIUIOMHA OCBiTa, NOKTOp (ijocodii, CTymMiHb
Maricrpa, CTyliHb 0akaiaBpa, FpOMaJCbKUI KOJIEIDK, AUCTAHLIIHE HAaBYaHHS.

T. A. AHomikoBa. XapakrepucTuka Bbiciero oopasosanus CIIIA u ero ocodenHocTei.

Cratbs MOCBSIIEHa U3YyYEHUIO XapaKTepHbIX 0coOeHHOCTeN Bhicuiero oopasoanust CLIIA.
Bonboe BHUMaHUe yIENseTCs paCCMOTPEHHIO THUTIOB BBICHIMX YYEOHBIX 3aBEACHHUN AMEpHKH B
COOTBETCTBMM ¢ Kiaccupukanmeil Kapuern, BkiIrodas AeTanbHOE ONMCAHUE 3AaKOHUEHHOTO U
HE3aKOHUEHHOT'O BBICIIEro 00pa3oBaHus, U MOCIEAUIIIIOMHOrO 00ydeHus. [laeTcs XxapakTepucThka
CTPYKTYpPBHI KOJUIE/DKEH ¥ YHHBEPCHTETOB AMEPUKH W Tpolecca OOydeHHs Ui TOTydeHUS
murioMa OakanaBpa, MarucTpa WIM CTENeHb JdoKTopa ¢uimocoduu. B craTtee Takke naHa
XapaKTepUCTHKA CUCTEMbl YOpPaBICHHUS KOJUIeIKaMM M 0003Hau€Ha poJjib IPABUTEIBCTBA B
(uHAHCHPOBAHUM KOJUIEIKEH U ero BIMAHUSA Ha 00pa3oBaTeNbHYIO NOIUTUKY AMepuku. Crarbs
paccMaTpuBaeT OCOOCHHOCTHM Y4eOHOTO IIpollecca, BKJOYas MOA0OP MPEIAMETOB, KPEIUTHO-
MOJTyJIbHYIO CHCTEMY W OCHOBHBIE COCTaBJISIOIIME OLIEHUBaHHS paboThl cTyaeHTOB. Kpome sToro,
MOJTYEPKUBACTCS HEpa3pblBHAs CBA3b MeXy BbIcIIMM oOpa3oBanue B CIIIA u skoHOMHYECKHM
pa3BUTHEM cCTpaHbl. M3yuyaercs BHeIpeHHWE WHHOBALMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTHI B 00pa3oBaTeIbHYIO
porpamMMy, KITFOUEBbIe H3MEHEHHUS B Y4€OHOM ITPOIECCEe B COOTBETCTBUH C TPEOOBAaHUSIMH PHIHKA
TpyZAa, KOTOpBIE IOCTOSTHHO H3MEHSIOTCs. PacckasbiBaeTcsi 0 TpeOOBaHHSAX K HEOOXOIMMBIM
3HAHUSIM U HaBBIKaM, KOTOPBIE JTOJKHBI ObITh MTOMYYEHBI B IIPOIECCE O0yUCHHUS.

KaroueBble cjioBa: Bhiciiee o0Opa3oBaHHE, 0Opa3oBaTeNbHBIN Ipolece, Kiaccupukanus
Kapnern, yHUBEpCHTET, KOJUICIK, 3aKOHYEHHOEC W HE3aKOHYCHHOE BBICIIEe OOpa30oBaHME,
MOCJIEIUTIOMHOE  O00pa3oBaHue, MOKTOp (uiocoduu, CTENEeHb Marucrpa, CTENeHb OakajaBpa,
MyOJIMYHBIN KOJUIEIK, TUCTAHIIMOHHOE O0yUYeHHE.



